"Regrettably, it
seems that the
government is
prepared to use
its citizens as
political currency”

David Bermingham,
One of the NatWest Three




The big picture

Three former bankers, David Bermingham, safeguards are properly incorporated in
Gary Mulgrew & Giles Darby, face serious fraud  the Extradition Act. All fair and reasonable.
allegations, protest their innocence and are Sadly, that’s what our government wanted

determined to clear their names at trial. Where's  Us all to believe.

the news in this2 They stand to be extradited Yet it was to prove not quite the whole story.
to the US — the UK's closest ally and a mature Bell Yard’s dedicated and sustained
demOCI’Ocy. WhGT/S Wrong W|1'h Th(]’r? The 3 are educoﬁon progromme on fhe /NOfWesf 3/5

entitled to challenge their extradition through the behalf ensured the realities behind the US/UK
UK courts and can be assured that human rights  extradition treaty got aired.

By broadening the
audience, focusing
the message, and
verifying the facts,
critical assessment
of the Extradition
Act and US/UK
Treaty began.
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Companies urge HBS to rescue ban{ {rio

By Boland Gribbas i oy sk

The US extradition of UK S
businessmen alleged to have reﬁlﬁe

defrauded a UK bank on UK (1 hEl[-l
soil proves an affront to some Nﬂﬂ”ﬂst

people’s sense of natural justice.

The final legal challenge fails,
extradition looms large, so front
pages and broadcast media
take notice. The inevitable

demand for human-interest
stories duly materialises.

Treaty fight must go on despite N:ﬂWeal Lhme’h defeat |
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"The defence has conducted one of
the best PR campaigns ever seen.
All we're saying in relation to this
case is that the extradition appears
to have been well founded"

"This is about politics not justice. The
judgement may go down well
in Texas, but not in Britain"

Director, Liberty

"l believe in Americaq, it is a
wonderful country. It upholds

- in my view - lots of wonderful
ideals and yet there is a
grotesque injustice in our
extradition arrangements"

MP for David Bermingham

Bell
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multimillionsire bankers sccused o

amassing further mu]rimillia::fdinﬂ:
complicated  frawd sgamst  their
:mpl_n!un, the Royal Bank of Seotland
tubsidisry Greenwich MNatWest (GNW)

Wids  an  obscure fimancial ll:l:l-l;
relegated to most Papers' business
peges. But such has been the building

interest in their CAsE -

trull--u_rglni:nd PR :u:p:.-i;::-:l:n::u:
of high-profile Supporters and ap
uAconventional march by businessmen
I'hﬂnu;ll central London - that one news
Organisstion yesterday even chartered a
hc]lﬂlptl:l to record their last secands

Whipping up the
sympathy vote

While the public relations campsiEn
behind the NatWest Three cannol
really be called a success, since they
got on the aircraft yesterday mOrming

and have now spent their first night
in custody in the US, their case has
certainly achieved a higher and more
uncomioriable profile for the
government than Tony Blair would

harvie haoped
Leading lights behind the campalsm

have been Melanie Riley of Bell Yard,
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who was first employed by the t
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in Augus & ]

Financial Times 14 July 2006

The Guardian 14 July 2006

The PR life of Riley

WHO WAS respansible for
ensuring the NatWesi Three
enjoyed such favourable media
werne
tep forward Melanie Ri
Ball Yard Gummunlcathnh;:
a litigation eonsultancy spe-
clalising in the niche areas of
crisls communications and P
utation management,
e
¥ “l_' l ."jl'
ensured her clienls were spon
less me three wealthy bankers
attempting to escape justics
rﬂ;:{n as the 'L'ir:ﬂnie- af a non-
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';;ﬂ-l'l :-a_ thon treaty
By Insists she has been
working pro bono for the past

Evening Standard, 18 July 2006
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she tells me. RN
Meanwhile, some polltie

Ms Riley is the co-founder of
Bell Yard, a "crisis communications
and repulation mansgement
consultancy™ hired by the NaWes
Therew last year, But this year she
started to work without payment.

She saud: "I have been workmg
pro bono for the last six months
because [ believe in the case, We
have worked hard 1o ensure that
people undersiood the inequity of
the Extradition Act”

The Times 13 July 2006



