
 

"Regrettably, it 
seems that the 
government is 
prepared to use 
its citizens as 
political currency"
David Bermingham, 
One of the NatWest Three



The big picture The US extradition of UK 
businessmen alleged to have 
defrauded a UK bank on UK 
soil proves an affront to some 
people’s sense of natural justice.

By broadening the 
audience, focusing 
the message, and 
verifying the facts, 
critical assessment 
of the Extradition 
Act and US/UK 
Treaty began.

The final legal challenge fails, 
extradition looms large, so front 
pages and broadcast media  
take notice. The inevitable  
demand for human-interest  
stories duly materialises.

Three former bankers, David Bermingham, 
Gary Mulgrew & Giles Darby, face serious fraud 
allegations, protest their innocence and are 
determined to clear their names at trial. Where’s 
the news in this? They stand to be extradited 
to the US – the UK’s closest ally and a mature 
democracy. What’s wrong with that? The 3 are 
entitled to challenge their extradition through the 
UK courts and can be assured that human rights 

safeguards are properly incorporated in  
the Extradition Act. All fair and reasonable. 
Sadly, that’s what our government wanted  
us all to believe. 

Yet it was to prove not quite the whole story. 

Bell Yard’s dedicated and sustained  
education programme on the ‘NatWest 3’s 
behalf ensured the realities behind the US/UK 
extradition treaty got aired.
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"The defence has conducted one of 
the best PR campaigns ever seen. 
All we’re saying in relation to this 
case is that the extradition appears 
to have been well founded"

Baroness Scotland of Asthal

"This is about politics not justice. The 
judgement may go down well  
in Texas, but not in Britain"

Shami Chakrabarti,  
Director, Liberty

"I believe in America, it is a 
wonderful country. It upholds  
– in my view – lots of wonderful 
ideals and yet there is a  
grotesque injustice in our 
extradition arrangements"

Boris Johnson,  
MP for David Bermingham
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